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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Saturday 30 November 2013 at 7.00 pm

COTE BAPTIST CHAPEL
http://www.immanuelsground.com

At the Closing of the Year

Immanuel’s Ground have been invited by the
Historic Chapels Trust to give a Concert at
the Old Baptist Church at Cote, where there
are still box pews, three galleries and a central
pulpit, typical of style of church and chapel
furniture & fittings of the
18th and 19th centuries.

Cote Chapel – pictures of the interior

At Advent, Immanuel’s Ground reflect on the passing
of the year in the sacred and secular songs and carols of
our Georgian forebears.
Tickets £7.50 from Aston Post Office, the Coffee Shop
in Bampton, or from Michael St. John Parker - Tel:
01993 851219.
Note the POSTCODE : OX18 2EG
Download the flier for the concert from the front page of our website.
Reflecting perhaps Cote’s proximity to Oxford, where new theological ideas were
being discussed, Baptist teaching took place in neighbouring Longworth as early as
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1656, despite their illegality and threat of prosecution. Land had been given for the
chapel by John Williams in 1701. The earliest record of a Baptist congregation in
Cote, however, comes from 1703, when Joseph Collett became the first minister of
Cote and Longworth.
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Cote soon superseded the latter as the local focal point for Baptists, and soon
became the centre of a preaching circuit. Historically Cote was adjoined to the
neighbouring village of Aston within the parish of Bampton, and it is significant
that neither village had an Anglican place of worship, creating a supportive environment for the Baptist movement.
The congregation began to decline in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as a result
of agricultural and societal change, notably an increased religious apathy. Sir John
Betjeman described Cote in his 1952 essay collection First and Last Loves, but by the
1980s the congregation had dwindled, and in 1994 the Baptist Trust Corporation decided to transfer the chapel to the care of the Historic Chapels Trust. One of the
first chapels acquired by the HCT, around £250,000 was raised in the late 1990s for
Cote’s restoration and upgrading, including the provision of small-scale modern
facilities and two committee rooms. Receipts from the concert will help provide
additional funds for its maintenance.
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RECENT EVENTS

SingBirmingham 2013!

A Third Celebration of West Gallery Music

On Saturday 9 November 2013 we hosted a day-long Workshop of west gallery
music and carols. More than 50 people attended, a good number of them from the
Birmingham area, and many who had never found this genre of music before. The
music chosen for the event included pieces by John Moreton and Samuel Stanley,
both Birmingham composers with backgrounds from Anglican and independent
churches; psalm and hymns from further afield, both London and Dorset, and pieces
found in local manuscript sources not necessarily found in printed sources. John
Nicholds of Coseley featured with a piece entitled ‘The Fall of Babylon’, this having
been researched and transcribed by a young modern-day
composer and performer Fynn Titford-Mock, seen here with
his ‘cello performing with the folk band Spinndrift. Fynn
comes from Stourbridge, and is currently working in Norwich
following gaining a BMus in Folk and Traditional Music
from Newcastle University. We have had many complimentary messages from attendees, and queries as to when the
next Birmingham Workshop Day will be. [Please note, date for your diaries: the
next Byfield Workshop Day will be on Saturday 26th April 2014—Ed.]

FUTURE EVENTS

This year has been a busy one!! We are currently working on our 2014 Programme.
Just a reminder that we are happy to receive requests for Concerts, and to sing
Evensong, either with the local church choir coupled with a workshop for them, or
separately — Deanery Evensongs, Patronal Festivals, other Parish Celebrations etc.
Please contact Julie on 01926-512340 for further details.

No 10

http://www.immanuelsground.com

page 3

http://www.immanuelsground.com

10

Facebook and Twitter !
Immanuel’s Ground, although firmly based in the 18th and 19th centuries
has joined the ranks of modernity, for not only do we have a website, but
we have now joined Facebook and Twitter. The links appear with the
symbols on the first page of this Newsletter. Please sign up and become a
‘Friend’, and ‘like’ the pages! In that way you will also see what events
are happening, and what else is going on—even what happened!

