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We have entitled this tune 'by Edward Miller of Doncaster: Funeral Piece', but its original title was 'Version of part of 

the third chapter of the Wisdom of Solomon, Proper to be sung at Funerals', Miller first published it, set to Ps. 116,  in his 

compilation The Psalms of David, pub. 1790.  Andrew Law reproduced it as ‘Funeral Piece’ in The Art of Singing, 

Cheshire, CT, USA, pub. 1796.  The tune appeared in a further 34 compilations in New England before 1820,  but was 

not favoured at all in Miller’s native land, other than in 3 of his known editions. 

Miller collaborated with Revd George Hay Drummond, youngest son of a former Archbishop of York, to produce 

The Psalms of David, and Drummond provided the text for several of Miller’s other compositions. Drummond was a

non-resident vicar in Worcestershire and in Yorkshire, and a Prebendary at York Minster.   He was to drown off the coast 

of North Devon on 6 December 1807 when the ship ‘Confidence’ was lost with all hands on her way to Greenock.  

The tune appears in several different keys, we have chosen the F minor/major version from ‘American Psalmody’, 

comp.  E. Ives, and published in Huntington, CT, 1834. HTI 5540a. © This edition Shelwin Music, Oxford, March 2024.
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